
Marijuana Use in Colorado
RE SU LT S  FROM  CO LO R A D O ' S  P O PU L ATIO N - BA S E D  SU RV E ILL A N CE  S YS TE MS

By DemographicsBy Region

Colorado
Region 1  

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4

Region 5

Region 6

Region 7

Region 8

Region 9

Region 10

Region 11

Region 12

Region 13

Region 14

Region 15

Region 16

Region 17

Region 18

Region 19

Region 20

Region 21

Men are more likely to currently use marijuana.

Current use by race:

Current use decreases significantly with age; young adults 
are more than 7 times as likely to use as older adults.

Current use is lower among adults with at least some 
college education.

Current use is highest among adults with lower
household income. 
<$25,000 - 19.7%  |  $25,000 - $49,999 - 13.3%  |  $50,000+ - 10.8%

Male 17.1%  |  Female 10.0%

GLB adults are much more likely to currently use.

ADULTS CURRENTLY USE  (2014-2015) 
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CONTACT:      EMAIL: CDPHE.HEALTHSTATISTICS@STATE.CO.US       

SOURCES:     COLORADO BEHAVIORAL RISK FACTOR SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM, 
                           PREGNANCY RISK FACTOR SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM,  and COLORADO CHILD HEALTH SURVEY, CDPHE

                            HEALTHY KIDS COLORADO, CDE, CDHS and CDPHE
                           

ADOLESCENTS CURRENTLY USE (2015)

Males and females are equally likely to currently
use marijuana.

Current use is significantly higher among 
juniors and seniors. 

Current use is highest among Hispanic youth.

Gay, lesbian and bisexual youth are more likely to 
currently use marijuana.
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EXPOSURE AMONG CHILDREN

Of children ages 1-14,

 3.2%  live in homes where any marijuana had recently been used inside;

          1.9% live in homes where marijuana had recently been smoked inside.

AMONG ALL CURRENT  ADULT USERS:        45.7% reported using marijuana daily or near daily        17.5% reported driving after using.

COLORADO ADULTS 18+ YEARS CURRENT USE:        13.5%

COLORADO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS CURRENT USE:          21.2%

COMPARING CURRENT USE BY COLORADO ADULTS BY YEAR
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In the Home

Among women who had a recent live birth,

Perinatal Exposure
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         83.2% .....smoked

34.4% ......ate

32.4% ......vaporized

17.9% ......dabbed

7.4% ......other

5.8% ......drank

METHOD OF USE AMONG ADULT CURRENT USERS (2015):

Male 21.4%  |  Female 21.0%

METHOD OF USE AMONG ADOLESCENT CURRENT USERS:
         91.6% .....smoked

27.8% ......ate

21.8% ......vaporized

28.0% ......dabbed

7.7% ......other

22.7%

N/A

24.8 22.0
19.7 21.2

2005 07 09 11 13 15

Current use of marijuana has not changed over the 
past decade among high school students.

AMONG ALL CURRENT  ADOLESCENT USERS:        26.7% reported using marijuana 20 or more times in the last month.        45.2% reported driving after using.

Of parents, 
 7.4% report keeping marijuana in or around the home.

 11.2% used marijuana in the three months before pregnancy;      4.8% used marijuana while pregnant;       5.3% have used marijuana since giving birth.

(2014-2015)

(2014)

CITIZEN BALLOT INITIATIVECITIZEN BALLOT INITIATIVE

Voters approved Amendment 64, a ballot initiative 
amending the Colorado Constitution, 
allowing recreational marijuana

First stores openedColorado General Assembly enacted 
laws governing the sale of 
medical marijuana

REGULATIONS AND TAX
RATES DETERMINED201120102000 2012 2013 2014 2015

Voters approved Amendment 20, 
a ballot initiative amending the Colorado Constitution, 
allowing medical marijuana

Colorado General Assembly enacted laws 
governing recreational marijuana

Colorado General Assembly enacted laws 
governing the registry for medical marijuana
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